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A very useful (but not widely known) type of cutter 
for giving a finished look to otherwise flat cabinetwork 
and furniture is the panel mould cutter. This offers 
a simple and inexpensive way of creating a range of 
interesting profiles

Beyond the basics 7:
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Surface 
decoration

Panel mould cutters have bottom cut; 
their blades run all the way around 
the bottom of the cutter. This enables 

them to be plunged into the surface of the 
work to give a decorative effect, and makes 
them particularly useful for the surface 
decoration of doors, drawers and panels.

Basic principles
These cutters are meant for hand-held 
routing, and are generally used with guide 
bushes or bearings mounted above the 
blades, plus of course a suitable template. 

The door panel ready for routing 
with the straight edges in place

1 The cuts made in an 18mm 
MDF door and matching drawer front
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