
The Woodworker June 200952 www.getwoodworking.com

WORKSHOP I Router cutters

Most newcomers to routing start 
with a boxed set of basic cutters, 
or perhaps with a few free ones 

included with the router. As their routing 
activities develop, they add individual 
cutters as the need arises. That’s how it 
should be. 

There’s a bit of Catch 22 about this, 
though. Unless you know what cutters are 
available and what they can do, you can’t 
decide which is the best one for a particular 
task. In this series of articles, therefore, I 
plan to describe some of the most useful 
but lesser known cutters, and suggest how 
to get the best out of them.

Many of the most useful cutters are highly 
specialised, quite expensive and often 
meant for use only in a router table, but I 
shall start by describing two of my favourite 
simple cutters and how I use them.

Beyond 
the basics
A router is only as good – or as versatile – as the cutters
you fit into its collet. Knowing which one to use for a 
particular job is tricky for the novice router user, but 
help is at hand. In this new series, router guru Ron Fox 
takes the mystery out of the cutter conundrum
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Truing a board edge, with the cutter 
spanning the thickness of the board
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