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he problem, however, is that you
Tfrequently find that you haven't got

quite the right shape or exactly the
right size of cutter you need. Sod'’s Law

states that if you have the right shape it's
the wrong size, and vice versa.

Multi-purpose solution
One way to beat this situation, without
having to buy every cutter in the catalogue,

Beyond the basics 2:
Multi-shape
cutters

The finishing touches to many furniture projects — the
visible touches that can make or break them — are
usually applied by using a moulding cutter in the router.
This is today’s equivalent of the battery of moulding
planes, each with its dedicated profile, which formed

a major part of the traditional cabinetmaker’s toolkit

is to acquire one or two multi-shaping
cutters. These are found in the cutter
catalogues under names such as multi-
profile, classical multi-profile, multi-mould,
bold classical bit and the like. Many of them
are large and come on %zin shanks. This
means that they have to be used in a router
table with a variable-speed motor to run
them at their correct speed. However, there
are also several available on %in or 8mm

the wide range of individual profiles available

A selection of multi-shape cutters showing Ei i
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shanks for medium-power routers and
hand-held use, photo 1.

These cutters enable a vast range of
mouldings and profiles to be produced on
the edges of panels, cabinet doors, skirting
boards, architraves and the like, and cater
for a wide range of material thickness. The
various shapes are created by varying the
height of cut and the position of the fence,
and/or by making repeated passes on the
workpiece.

Classical multi-profile
This is a very versatile two-flute bearing-
guided cutter offered by several suppliers. It
has a complicated shape that allows many
different decorative effects to be produced
by selecting different parts of the cutter
profile. The full profile is less likely to be
used than the many part profiles, photo 2.
The actual cutter shown here is the
Wealden T2940. This is the smaller of two







