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Beyond the basics 3:  *

Slotters

Slotters aren’t the first cutters to come to mind when
you’re looking to expand your basic cutter collection, but
that’s mainly because most router users aren’t aware of
their versatility and all-round usefulness. | hope to
change all that...

lotters — also known as groovers — to 100 mm, and with up to 12 teeth.
Sresemble small-scale circular saw Slotters are rarely found in the smaller
blades. General-purpose ones come starter sets of 12 or 15 router cutters, but
in diameters ranging between 30 and larger sets such as the Trend and Axminster
60mm, with a blade thickness — the 30-piece sets include at least one, photo 2.

equivalent of a saw’s kerf width — from
1.5mm to 10mm. The smallest of them have ~ Anatomy of a slotter
just two teeth; heavy-duty ones have four or Basic budget slotters are made in one
more, photo 1. piece, blade and shank together, but most
Beyond these standard slotters, special- slotters have the blades and shanks
purpose ones are available in diameters up separate. Shanks are in the form of an arbor
on to which one or more blades are
assembled. Arbors come in the usual range
of shank sizes: %in, 8mm and 'zin. The
other crucial dimension is the bore diameter
of the cutter. Bores include Viin, %in, Yzin
and 8mm, and it's important that you
match the cutter bore with the arbor. This is
not a problem if you buy a complete set
such as the one shown in photo 3.

Stacking cutters

Arbors are made long enough to take
several cutters at once so that grooves of
varying thickness can be achieved by

stacking two or more cutters
together. A typical set provides
for grooves from 3 mm to
18mm in 0.1 mm increments.

1 Spacers and shim washers are 2

provided to separate the cutters and
Large slotters have more take up unused length on the arbor. A slotter is included in some
teeth than smaller ones Slotters should be mounted as close 30-piece starter boxes

to the shank as possible to minimise
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