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OAK GONTRAST

Anthony Bailey’s |apanese-style table requires diligent
machine sanding to achieve an immaculate dyed-oak finish

influence. A relatively easy project, there are nevertheless some critical

T his contemporary compact coffee table design has a slight Japanese

design features that need to be thought about as you make it.

Board preparation

First, saw all parts over size and plane and
thickness; plane only one edge of each as

the top, shelf and ends are all joined from
two pieces of board each. Make sure these
meeting edges are truly square before biscuit
jointing them and gluing up with PVA.

The biscuits” only function is a locational
one, in order to get nice flush faces.
Position them so they won't get exposed
when these boards are trimmed to size.
Cramp up, check for flatness and leave
to dry. Itis wise to use paper on the sash
cramps to avoid surface staining due to iron
contactifyou use oak.

Oncedryallthese boards will need flatting
with a belt sander. If there is any degree of
unevenness in the surfaces you may need
to do the unthinkable and belt sand cross-
grain. Once levelled in that direction, revert
to normal sanding with the grain.

However, the cross grain scratches
won’t go away, so later on a random
orbital sander will be necessary, using
several different grades of increasingly
finer abrasive grit, so as to remove
these unwanted scratches. Even more
importantly, because the whole underneath
part of the table will be dyed dark, the dye
will pick out any remaining scratches.

Sizing components

Now size all components exactly; note that
the shelf and the stretcher have dovetailed
ends to fit the leg housings, meaning

Tools and machines used in this project

Planer thicknesser, biscuit jointer, belt sander,
random orbit sander, small router, router table,
sawtable, circular saw,long-reach cramps

that you must add these amounts to the
finished sizes.

In orderto be able to do that you need
to know which housing cutter you intend
using. This is a job for a big cutterin a Y%in-
shank router mounted in a suitable table.
The cutter I used is years old and doesn’t
geta great deal of use as dovetail housings
aren’tan everyday event. It is a Wealden
TCT bit, 19mm at the fat end, and I allowed
fora 10mm depth of cut, soin my case it
was component length + 10mm x 2 to give
the finished size.

Use a crosscut blade when sizing
parts so the finish is reasonable,
then do one or two passes over the planer

GOFFEE TABLE

to finished size. Leave the end grain
sawn to avoid tearout as would happen
on the planer. The stretcher needs to be
thicknessed to final width.

Bevelling edges
2 The next taskis to set up the
- router table for bevelling the
edges. The degree of bevelis a matter of
taste but the legs have a larger bevel than
the shelf and stretcher’s smaller one. It
doesn’t matter whether you use a bearing-
guided cutter or not so long as the fence and
cutter height are set correctly. As always
use scrap stock to check the result first. The
bottoms of the legs are also bevelled to sit
nicely on carpet and to make it possible to
move the table around.
The top is a different proposition,
needing a very large undercut bevel
with a very minor one on the top edges. Do
the latter first, using a smaller router and
bearing-guided cutter.
Next, set up the sawtable with the blade
angled at 40° to give a more subtle result.
Different sawtables will angle the blade

SIZING GOMPONENTS

Neatly sized components ready for machining

You’ll also need

PVA glue, %2in-shank cutter, bearing-guided cutter,
dovetail cutter, rubber gloves
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